Imagin(ing) Cities

Cities exert a substantial degree of control over American life. Throughout the 20t and
early years of the 21st Century they have been centers of industry, of social change, of
political change. And in part because of their status, scholars have begun to theorize
about cities. The purpose of this class is to interrogate these theories through a filmic
lens. Students will be exposed to readings and then in the second half of the semester, to
films about cities that implicitly and explicitly speak to and about these theories.

Because this seminar is based primarily on peer-led discussions, regular attendance
and active participation are essential.

There are three main requirements. You are required to email two questions on
the readings/viewings the day before class. You are required to write 4 short essays
(2-3 pages double-spaced)—also circulated via email at least one day before class.
Two of these essays should deal with the theoretical readings, two of the essays
should deal with the films. Finally, you are required to write an approximately 20-
double-spaced page paper dealing with the core themes of the course. While the
primary medium with which we explore the various imaginings of the city will be the
film/movie, | am open to other media (music, photography, etc).

Paper proposals—either a 1 page outline or abstract—will be due on the fifth
week of class.

Due to advances in media technology | will only show one movie in class
(Blade Runner, the first week). The rest will be available to you either through Swank
(Johns Hopkins has an account that enables you to watch streamed Swank movies)
or in two cases through the library’s media center.
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